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*While supplies last
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Concert!
2 SHOW TIMES

3-3:30pm 5-5:30pm

FREE

Face paitning
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A Special Thank You to the NYC Department of Culture & Councilman David Greenfield
For Sponsorship

opportunities please contact
Eli 718.407.1832 or eli@jccmp.org
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BottomLineMG.com

RCCS and
join forces
to bring you an epic showcase of
sliders, house sausages and spices.

Calling all men in the Brooklyn area!

the RCCS Barbecue
Wed, Aug. 8, 2018 / 7:30pm / E 22nd & Ave I
Featuring live music by 8th Day. Donation required. RCCScancer.org
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FINALLY
FEEL AT

HOME
IN YERUSHALAYIM

ENJOY THE BEST OF BOTH WORLDS
on
your
next
Jerusalem
vacation!
Our
apartments combine all the comforts of a hotel
with
the
conveniences
of
home.
Each
centrally-located,
new
apartment
comes
equipped with everything you need to ensure
the utmost comfort and relaxation for your
dream vacation.

R E A LT Y

T HE #1 R E ALT Y GR OU P IN IS R AE L

We are Israel’s #1 provider of luxury travel and
management services, satisfaction and service is
the spirit of our company and the drive behind
our success.
Our services include apartments, car and phone
rentals, tour guides, ready meals and many more.
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SALES • RENTALS • MANAGEMENT
ISRAEL: 02.500.4466 • US: 718.408.8070
EMAIL: INFO@SHISHAREALTY.COM
WEB: SHISHAREALTY.COM

Schedule of Live Events:
ERETZ YISRAEL
Early & Mid Jan. 2020
EUROPE
Mid & Late Jan. 2020
SOUTH AFRICA
Late Jan. 2020
NORTH AMERICA
Early & Mid Feb. 2020
Additionally, live events
will be broadcast
worldwide.

“

“Dirshu has built an empire of Torah
that I am not sure existed
in the history of Klal Yisrael.”
HaGaon HaRav Yitzchak Scheiner, shlita
MAXIMIZE YOUR POTENTIAL.
Join Dirshu Kinyan Torah. Call 888-5-DIRSHU.
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BottomLineMG.com

At the Dirshu World Siyum, Yad Eliyahu Stadium, 2012
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FOLLOW US ON

@ritasbrooklynflatbush

Star-K

Come try out the new
treats and flavors of 2018!

ITALIAN
ITA
T LIAN ICES • FROZEN
TA
FROZ
O EN CUSTARD
OZ
CUSTA
T RD • SUNDAES
TA
SUNDA
D ES • BLENDINI®
DA
1324 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn 11230
(Between Avenue I & J)

(718) 975-7480
RitasBrooklynFlatbush.com

C /ritasbrooklynflatbush •

$2.

00

OFF

PURCHASE OF $10 OR MORE

Limit 1 per transaction
W ith coupon only. Cannot be combined
with any other offers. Expires 9/15/18.

FAMILY 4 PACK SAVINGS!

4

REGULAR ITALIAN ICES FOR

$9.99

Limit 1 per transaction
With coupon only. Cannot be combined
with any other offers. Expires 9/15/18.

@ritasbrooklynflatbush
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EDITORIAL

Dear Readers,
Don’t separate children, and don’t ignore the real issue.
The news lately has been replete with stories of people
vociferously decrying the Trump administration’s
separation of families at our borders. This practice
has been going on for many years, but the scrutiny of
President Trump finally brought it to light.
Even though these people are perhaps breaking the
law when they enter our country, the advocates agree
that families must remain whole. The outcry, however,
stands in stark contrast to the approach taken when it
comes to sending people to prison. If an individual lies
to authorities, commits a white collar crime, or smokes
an illegal substance, without almost any thought, judges
will incarcerate that person for one, two, five, or even
10 years. These sentences are often not the fault of the
judge, but rather due to harsh sentencing guidelines. 2.3
million people are currently held in American prisons,
according to stats by Prisonpolicy.org. Almost half a
million individuals are placed behind bars each year
for nonviolent crimes such as drug offenses. Only
about 187,000, according to the site, have actually been
convicted of a crime.
Where is the justice? Where is the yelling not to separate
children from their parents? In many cases, these people
haven’t even been convicted of a crime, but those who
have and must be punished are imprisoned without
consideration of their families. Why do we give people
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from other countries a pass and toss our own citizens
in the trash, so to speak? It isn’t politically “cool” to
advocate for these people. We don’t speak about it; we
tear apart families and ruin lives, but since it doesn’t
have political ramifications the media is silent.
By all means, advocate for the people trying to cross our
borders, but speak to your elected officials so they may
advocate for your neighbors and countrymen whose
families are also torn apart for much more mundane
crimes.
Let’s not lose the focus of our humanity and forget
that the fabric of our society is made up of tight-knit
families, which are important wherever they may come
from.
Do it for the children!
Warm regards,

Shea Rubenstein
Shea@thejewishecho.com

Shea Rubenstein is a co-founder of the Jewish Community
Council of Marine Park and serves as its executive vice
president. The JCCMP offers many programs to Marine Park
and its surrounding communities, including youth programs,
social services, and job initiatives.

Better living
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PRODUCTS ARE DISPLAYED
IN OUR STORE.
TRY IT BEFORE YOU BUY IT

Scan this code to view our
full catalog collection.

718.927.4300 | 2266 Nostrand Ave. Between Ave. H & I | Free Parking
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor,
I was highly offended by last month’s #Lifethoughts column
on the topic of marriage. Jordan’s “comical insights”
creates a mockery on the sanctity of marriage. Marriage is a
beautiful and spiritual institution that when taken seriously
provides love and growth to both partners. It is much more
profound than picking someone that likes a different cereal
than you do, as the author jokingly suggests. I also did
not appreciate all the condescending wife remarks and
critiques. I understand this is a humor column, but saying
that being married is having “the freedom to do whatever
your wife tells you to do” and other snide comments like
these are misleading, hurtful and simply not funny. What
message are we sending to singles?

Dear Editor,
I was touched by Rayle Rubenstein’s “To Stand at the
End of Earth” article. It has always puzzled me why
Jews bother to return to the land that was so hostile to our
grandparents and previous generations. But Rubenstein
put it in a different perspective. Perhaps the importance of
going back to Poland is not just to see the horrors of the
concentration camps, but also to show them, the world, and
even ourselves, that we are still here, and we will always
be here.
Mindy Strauss

#Disgruntled Wife
Dear Editor,
Dear Editor,
I was intrigued by Pinchos Shine’s column about solar
panels. I have noticed more and more homes in Marine
Park with panels on their roofs. The fact that Shine says
they can also be installed in homes with flat roofs that have
shade makes me now contemplate installing them in my
own home.
K. Sanders

Dear Editor,
I tried your quinoa veggie burger recipe, and it was VERY
delicious! Thank you for printing such interesting recipe
options for the Nine Days that are not your typical pasta or
dairy loaded dishes.

Your editorial last month was right on point, and I am
ashamed to admit that I am one of the many who sees and
hears about local events and never bothers to show up. As
Shea Rubenstein eloquently pointed out in his emotional
mashal, I think to myself that I am too busy to attend yet
another fundraiser, blood drive, or speaking event. I assume
that my presence is unimportant and that others will fill the
space. I don’t think about all the behind-the-scenes work
that goes into executing these events. I don’t think about
all the hours poured into making the event happen. I don’t
think about the feelings of the people who run the event.
Going forward, I will make more of an effort to go to these
events, donate, or at the very least comment and thank the
ones in charge.
C. S.

Mrs. G.
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You deserve the
Dr. Malek dental experience!
Come see what the hype is about!
Specializing in both adult
& pediatric dentistry
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(718) 946-0500
oceanavenue2270@gmail.com
2270 Ocean Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11229
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HIGH-END WHEELS
HIGH-END SERVICE
When you sign your lease, our personal service is just
beginning. You’ll be ensured a smooth ride throughout.

v 718-360-9420
a 525 Dahill Rd Brooklyn, NY 11218
a sales@silverwheelsleasing.com
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COMMUNITY HIGHLIGHTS
Daniel Keren

JCCMP PUBLIC SPEAKING
COURSE
This past month, the JCC of Marine Park sponsored a series
of courses on public speaking by the world-renowned Rabbi
Eliezer Blatt of Aish Hatorah, Israel. A little-known fact is that
public speaking skills affect many areas of life, including daily
interactions at home and in the workplace. The course, which was
held at the JCCMP office, included insights and tips to optimize
both daily encounters as well as larger-scale presentations. Rabbi
Blatt is an internationally recognized expert communications
strategist, public speaking trainer, seminar leader, and virtual
speech coach. His articles about public speaking have been
published in The Jewish Echo magazine.

MACHANEH KADOSH
PROMOTES INTERNET SAFETY
FOR OUR CHILDREN
One of the greatest dangers confronting the Jewish
community is unprotected use of the internet. In an effort to
shield our children, Machaneh Kadosh created a technology
standard for the frum community. They have also partnered
with Mirrer Yeshiva, The Cheder, Tiferes Elimelech, Yeshivat
Ateret Torah, Yeshiva Rabbi Chaim Berlin, Bais Yaakov
D’Rav Meir, Mesilas Bais Yaakov High School, and Yeshiva
of Brooklyn to ensure that schools, as well as parents, can use
devices appropriately.

ROFEH CHOLIM CANCER
SOCIETY FLATBUSH
BARBECUE SET
The annual RCCS (Rofeh Cholim Cancer Society) barbecue
(in Flatbush for men) will be held on Wednesday, August 8th
at the intersection of East 22nd Street and Avenue I, beginning
at 7 P.M. Entry is by donation. In addition to delicious
barbecue food and drinks, participants will have the chance
to enjoy live music by the famous 8th Day group featuring
Californian brothers Shmuel and Bentzion Marcus. Since
its establishment in 1997, RCCS has helped thousands of
patients. This past year, RCCS has spent close to a million
dollars on services for those suffering from cancer in our
Flatbush community. The upcoming barbecue, which is in
memory of Tziporah Faiga Gelb, will give participants a
chance to support the lifesaving services of the organization.

AGUDATH ISRAEL AND FDNY
COLLABORATE TO IMPROVE
SAFETY IN NON-PUBLIC
SCHOOLS
For many years, the FDNY required all staff members of public
schools and large office buildings to be trained by the FDNY
so they can respond correctly and quickly in the face of fire,
chemical, human, and other threats. Mr. Avrohom Weinstock,
Agudath Israel of America’s chief of staff and associate
director of education, worked with the Archdiocese of NY to
create a coalition of non-public schools that approached the
FDNY to develop a special training program for yeshivos,
Bais Yaakovs, and other non-public schools. On May 23rd,
the first ever live teaching component and examination
was held for 150 yeshivah principals and administrators at
the Brookdale Senior Citizen Center in Flatbush. A second
similar test will be offered for more yeshivah administrators
in the autumn.
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KEREN ANIYEM’S SUMMER
NIGHT OUT
Last month, several hundred men took part in the Keren Aniyem
Annual Summer Monday Night Out fundraiser at the Marine Park
Golf Course. The crowd enjoyed a lavish grill buffet, an exciting
raffle, and the golf course’s expansive driving range. Keren Aniyem
uses the funds from such events to distribute monthly financial
stipends to needy families in time for the upcoming Yom Tov
season. The event was sponsored entirely by generous supporters.

DAY OF KINOS AND
INSPIRATION WITH RAV DOVID
GOLDWASSER AT THE JCCMP
On Sunday, July 22, Tisha B’Av, the Jewish Community Center
of Marine Park invited the broader Brooklyn community to a day
of kinos and powerful inspiration with internationally renowned
Marbitz Torah, Rabbi Dovid Goldwasser. Hundreds of men and
women took advantage of this unique opportunity to understand
the kinos recited on the day of mourning and find strategies to
hasten our long-desired redemption.

MISASKIM JOINS WITH OTHER
FAITH GROUPS TO PREVENT
ROLLOUT OF FLAWED DEATH
CERTIFICATE SYSTEM
Nearly ten months ago, the New York City Department of Health
(DOH) had to retract its newly released life events registration program
because of widespread system failures. An interfaith coalition led by
Misaskim is now lobbying city officials to prevent the rollout of an
updated version of the same program citing numerous concerns. The
DOH plans to take down the old system on Friday night, September
28th, and have the new system, eVital, up and running on October
1st, which coincides with Shemini Atzeres. That timeline is just one
of many issues that concern Yanky Meyer, founder and director of
Misaskim, who noted that from Friday night until the new system
goes live on Sunday night, the two-step electronic process of getting
both a death certificate and a burial permit will be done entirely with
paper documents, a process that will take exponentially longer.
“Even local burials will be nearly impossible because if we don’t
have a death certificate in hand by first thing Sunday morning,”
Meyer said, “there is no way to get a grave opened on that day. And
with Yom Tov starting on Sunday night, it will be at least four days
before we will be able to get anyone buried.” Meyer has been in touch
with City Councilman Chaim Deutsch about the issue, with Deutsch
voicing his full support for the coalition’s efforts. “It is critical that
when the Department of Health relaunches eVital this fall, it does
not repeat the mistakes of the failed attempt last year,” Deutsch said.

JCCMP BACK TO SCHOOL
STREET FAIR
The JCC of Marine Park will hold its annual Back to School Street
Fair on Sunday, August 26 from 2:00 to 6:00 P.M. This year, it will
take place at a new location, on Avenue N between East 29 Street and
Nostrand Avenue. Join the greater community for refreshments, games,
rides, and entertainment including Uncle Moishy and a magic show.
Free backpacks and school supplies will be distributed while supplies
last. To skip the lines and reserve your free backpack, register at www.
jccmpstreetfair.eventbrite.com. For sponsorship opportunities, please
call Eli at 718-407-1832 or email eli@jccmp.org.

SPECIAL KUMZITZ AND
BARBECUE RAISES FUNDS FOR
EMERGENCY SERVICES UNIT
Yanky Schapiro organized a special post-Tisha B’Av kumzitz
with the legendary Dovy Meisels in order to raise money for
Chesed Shel Emes, an emergency services and recovery unit
that in times of tragedy helps members of our community.
Music was provided by Don Stern who was accompanied by a
five-piece band. In addition to the inspiring music, donors were
treated to food and drinks provided by Izzy’s Smokehouse of
Crown Heights and Wine by the Case.
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COMMUNITY HIGHLIGHTS

LEARNING COMES ALIVE
AT CAMP KAYLIE AT OHEL!
Sports and chinuch are staples of summer camp, but at Camp
Kaylie, the one-of-a-kind inclusive summer camp of OHEL
Children’s Home and Family Services, Torah learning isn’t
just another period on the schedule -- it’s an activity that every
single camper looks forward to every day with enthusiasm. This
summer, Camp Kaylie was thrilled to reveal the Sol Englander z”l
beis medrash, dedicated by Yael and Ben Englander and family.
The new sanctuary, which sits in the heart of the campus, was
a perfect addition for Camp Kaylie and what it stands for. The
Masmidim program, based in the beis medrash, is led by Rabbi
Aryeh Lebowitz, who not only inspires his learners, but imbues
a tangible spirit of kedushah and Torah throughout the camp. In
addition, the masmidim lead several exciting learning programs
for campers while also enjoying many shiurim. Guest Rabbanim
included Rav Mordechai Finkelman, Rav Yonasan Sacks, Rav

Menachem Penner, Rav Baruch Simon, Rav Eliakim Koenigsberg,
Rav Josh Blass, Rav Yoni Levin, Rav Reuven Taragin, Rav Moshe
Taragin, Rav Aharon Bina, Rav Judah Mischel, Rav Ari Zahtz,
and Rav Nosson Englard (The Radziner Rebbe).
For the first time, Camp Kaylie is proud have its Post Kaylie
Kollel. The Young Israel of Woodmere Post-Kaylie Kollel
provides structured learning for members of the Five Towns
community during the summer weeks after boy’s month. Nearly
40 young men between the ages of 18-21 learn morning seder and
night seder with Rav Yosef Nusbacher and hear from other guest
Rabbanim. Kollel Coordinator, Meir Avracen shares that “this
program provides Kaylie masmidim and staff with an excellent
second month opportunity in addition to enhancing the limud
haTorah within our community.” The learning at Camp Kaylie
never stops.

Learning in the new beis medrash

Masmidim Teen Mishmar

Learning Groups

Cocoa Club

FLOORING

you know one thing
is taken care of!
Luxury
Vinyl
Tiles

Ceramic

Carpet

Area
Rugs

e

ervice th
es
w

Upstate
and
Mountains
area

1141 37th Street

Tel. 718.853.3600

Bet. Ft. Hamilton Pkwy & 12th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY

Sun. 10-5 • Mon.-Thur. 10-6 • Wed. 10-9 • Fri. 10-1
www.bororug.com
bororug (follow us!)
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ad specials
september/Yomim Tovim Issue
PUrchase ad placement by

August 20th
get A
20% off
Discount
PLEASE CONTACT

PHIL BRACH
718.412.3547
718.407.1832
Phil@Jewishecho.com
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Word
It depends on the child.
If this is your child’s
first experience with
sleepaway camp, if they
are new to the camp,
or are in general the
clingy type, then I think
it is very important that
parents make the trip on
visiting day. However,
if your child is older, more
mature and independent,
I think it’s ok to skip, but
make sure you run it by
the child first. – Molly R.

Yes. Making the
trek to see your
kid on visiting day
sends the message
that they are loved,
important, and
missed. I always
get sad seeing those
few children whose
parents couldn’t
come for whatever
reason; they always
seem to look so lost,
lonely, and isolated.
– Atara B.

What’s the point of
sleepaway camp if they
have visiting day?
– Menucha N.

on the

Street

I think for the smaller
kids it can make things
worse because seeing
their parents will make
it harder for them to
adjust and homesickness
might kick in. Out of
sight, out of mind might
be a better policy for
the younger bunks. For
those kids who will be
staying all summer long,
visiting day is necessary,
but it should only be
done once in between
both months because it is
quite a stretch for kids to
be away from home for
so long.
– Devorah Nechama

IS VISITING
DAY
NECESSARY?

No. The day becomes competitive
between the kids over who did what
and who had a better time. I always
feel like as the kids get older, I must
top what we did last year. It has
become an overwhelming day.
– Estee Feldman

It’s a schlep considering
the traffic, but I think
it’s nice for the kids.
They are excited to
show their parents
their bunkhouse and
introduce them to
their new friends and
counselors. Sometimes
it also helps them
get through the first
week or two knowing
they’ll see their
parents soon.
– Aviva Y.

No. Every time we go
the day is devoted to
restocking supplies at
Walmart or Target (items
we just bought a few
short weeks ago!), taking
the family out to eat,
and an array of other
activities that leaves
everyone tired, stressed,
and broke. Visiting
day is not about family
bonding at all. If you
ask me, I think visiting
day was concocted by
the camp so they can
have a day off at our
expense.
– Lipa Kreizman
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JEWISH
• ISRAEL
A rare coin traced back from the fourth year of the Great
Jewish Revolt (sometimes called The First-Jewish Roman
War or  )לודגה דרמהin 66-73 CE was recently discovered
in excavations in the City of David National Park. The
coin is made of bronze and inscribed with the four plant
species associated with Sukkos — esrog, lulav, hadassim,
and aravos. The coin was discovered during the inspection
of a bucket of dirt taken from a 600-meter drainage ditch
which runs under Rehov Hagai, the main road for those
being oleh to the second Bais Hamikdash. The ditch,
uncovered in 2007, is the largest in the underground
system and is currently part of the City of David National
Park. Archeologists believe that the revolters attempted to
hide from Romans in the ditch. What makes this finding
so spectacular is that it speaks to the final days of the
Jewish rebellion against the Romans shortly before the
destruction of the second Bais Hamikdash in 70 CE. This
coin has the words “For the Redemption of Zion” written
on them, which conveys the declining hope of winning the
revolt; just a few years prior, the coins were emblazoned
with the words “For the Freedom of Zion.” The coin was
discovered on the 17th of Tammuz, the commencement
of the three weeks marking the Roman conquest of
Jerusalem and the Temple’s destruction. “The difference
between ‘freedom’ and ‘redemption’ expresses the change
occurring in the rebels’ subconscious, and the reality of
those days,” said Israel Antiquities Authority archaeologist
Eli Shukron, who is leading the City of David excavation.
According to the writings of Yosef Ben Matityahu, the
Jewish historian Flavius Josephus, some 2,000 rebels were
killed by Romans while hiding in drainage ditches.

• FRANCE
Redoine Faïd, a French-Algerian career criminal and
dangerous gangster, has escaped from Réau prison in
France and is thought to be hiding from authorities
by masquerading as an ultra-Orthodox Jew in Israel.
In a 2011 biography, Faïd wrote that dressing up as
a Chasidic Jew would be a great way to hide from
police. According to the Evening Standard UK, he is
not alone and has three fellow gang members with him
who are armed with AK-47s. Investigators believe
he made arrangements for a helicopter to land on
the prison rooftop, airlifting him to freedom. Faïd is
supposed to be serving a 25-year sentence for killing
a police officer, with an additional 10 years for an
escape attempt back in 2013. Faïd is said to have a
“strong link” with Israeli groups.
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• UNITED STATES
Mexico City, the largest city in North America, has elected its first-ever
Jewish mayor, and she is the first female ever to serve this position as
well. Claudia Sheinbaum Pardo, who was born in 1962, has worked as
secretary of the environment since 2015. She is a scientist, teacher, activist,
and the grandchild of Mexican immigrants who came from Lithuania and
Bulgaria. Sheinbaum has a history of working with government agencies
and organizations. Greater Mexico City is home to more than 21 million
people and is the largest Spanish-speaking city in the world, with a Jewish
minority population estimated at 50,000.

WORLD NEWS
Ita Yankovich

• BRITAIN
The British government has been long
supportive of the Palestinian Authority’s
education system, but together with other
donors, they now want to review the PA’s
textbooks for incitement against Israel and
Jews. Based on reports from Israel’s Institute
for Monitoring Peace and Cultural Tolerance
in School Education, they have found
evidence of textbook citation of claims that
Israel doesn’t exist and that Israel is to blame
for the Muslim and Christian battles against
the Jews. Australia recently said it will stop
funding the PA since it has been revealed they
allocate salaries for jailed terrorists and the
families of suicide bombers. “There is no
place in education for materials or practices
that incite young minds toward violence,”
Parliament Member Alistair Burt, a foreign
office minister, said during a debate in the
House of Commons, the British parliament’s
lower house. The investigation is expected to
conclude by September 2019.

• SWITZERLAND

• ISRAEL
There are more Jews in Israel than anywhere else in the world, beating America by
one million people. According to official numbers collected by the Israeli government
and provided by Immigration Minister Sofa Landver, 5.7 million Jews now live
in the United States, compared to 6.6 million in Israel. There has been a steady
increase of Jews living in the Negev and Galilee regions. Landver says Israel is
reducing administrative obstacles and increasing the number of languages available
in service centers to ease the immigration process for those interested in making
aliyah. Since World War II, the United States has held the title of the world’s largest
Jewish population, but due to assimilation and shrinking birthrates, the numbers are
declining. The American Jewish population was at its highest between the early
1990s and 2000s, numbering about 6 million before going into decline. In contrast,
the Jewish population of Israel has increased steadily since the establishment of the
state in 1948, rising from 650,000 in 1948 to 1.8 million a decade later. By 1980,
there were 3.2 million Jews living in Israel, rising to 5.8 million by 2010.

After being open for two decades, Yeshiwe
Ketane, an Orthodox school in Zurich, will be
closing its doors to its 600 students at the end
of the summer. The Education Ministry found
that the school did not meet the Swiss state’s
pedagogical requirements in French, English,
and math. A new supervisory body over
private schools found that insufficient time
was devoted to certain secular subjects and
that some teachers were unqualified. Yeshiwe
Ketane is one of four Jewish schools in the
Swiss capital and the only one that failed to
implement the requirements of the National
Board of Education. To accommodate
students, the Talmud Toiro School, an
elementary institution whose graduates had
moved on to Yeshiwe Ketane, will take over
some of the curricula that seventh-graders
would have been taught at the high school.
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ALL THE NEWS

THAT’S
SANDY ELLER
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NOT

FIT TO
PRINT

It was
a story
that made
headlines
around
the
world,
giving
the
charedi
world a
universal
black eye.

The story went viral, making headlines in
both Israeli and American media as well as the
BBC, Irish Times, and Moscow-based Sputnik
News, among others. But things didn’t end
there. Days after the story broke, the CEO
of one of Israel’s largest high-tech companies
announced that its employees would no longer
fly El Al due to its “discriminatory” practices,
prompting the airline to formally announce
that any passenger who refuses to sit next to
another traveler would be removed from the
plane, as reported by Haaretz.
End of story, right?
Wrong.
Two weeks after the news first broke,
Israeli news site Kol Hazman offered a
very different version of events supplied by
another passenger on the now-famous flight.
The article included a statement from El Al
saying that the flight had been only slightly
delayed and both official documents and El
Al confirm that LY002 left just 18 minutes
late on the date in question. Asked about the
discrepancy, Rotem acknowledged that his
timeline may have been inaccurate and that he
posted the information simply to have El Al
clarify its policy on situations like the one that
transpired on that evening. Rotem said that he
never expected his post to go viral or to create
negativity about any particular events.
Unfortunately, that is pretty much what
happened.

FAKE NEWS NOT NEW AT ALL
It wasn’t until the Trump presidency that
the term “fake news” became part of the
vernacular, with our 45th president using the
term to fight back against what he considered

unfair coverage by media outlets that he felt
were out to get him at every turn. But the idea
that less-than-truthful information could be
disseminated to the public is hardly new.
According to Smithsonian.com, President John
Adams expressed his dissatisfaction with the
free press at the turn of the 19th century in a copy
of French philosopher Marquis de Condorcet’s
1795 writing Outline of an Historical View of
the Progress of the Human Mind. Leaving
his own footnote in the margins of the book’s
discussion of the news media’s ability to print
freely without censorship, prompting free
debate, then-President Adams wrote, “There
has been more new error propagated by
the press in the last ten years than in
an hundred years before 1798.” Historian
David A. Copeland winds the timeline back on
fake news even further, setting it at 1640 with
pamphlets published in both colonial America
and England playing fast and loose with the
truth to further particular ideas.
Of course, no student of history could forget
the mass hysteria that reportedly ensued as
actor Orson Welles narrated the story of War
of the Worlds on a CBS radio program on
October 30th, 1938, describing the mythical
Martian invasion of New Jersey in vivid detail.
At the time, news reports said that nearly a
million people fled their homes in a state of
panic, with the story growing more apocalyptic
as time went by. But even that initial report
may have been fake news, with data showing
only a relatively small number of listeners
tuning into the program and fewer still falling
for the hoax. According to Slate, the story was
hyped by newspapers who had lost advertisers
to radio outlets during the Depression and was
a desperate bid to discredit radio as a reputable
source of information.

El Al’s Flight LY002 from New York’s
JFK Airport found itself experiencing an
unexpected delay on June 20th when a small
group of charedi travelers demanded seat
changes that would prevent them from sitting
next to women. Passenger Khen Rotem
described the sequence of events, noting that
flight attendants unsuccessfully attempted to
resolve the problem, until after much criticism
and arguing, two women agreed to switch seats
so that the 6 P.M. flight could finally take off.
According to Rotem, one of the charedi men
kept his eyes closed from the time he boarded
the plane until the time he arrived in Tel Aviv
to avoid looking at women.
“Bottom line,” wrote Rotem, “in the time that
the El Al plane was engaged in theological
debates and personal rights, 12 planes from
other airlines went ahead of Flight 002. The
flight to Israel was delayed by an hour and 15
minutes.”
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NEWS TRAVELS FAST IN THE
AGE OF INFORMATION
The stakes and the stage are considerably larger
than ever before in today’s fast-paced wireless
world. Satirical news abounds, with late-night
talk show hosts often skewing the truth in order
to create a memorable punchline. Readers who
stumble upon The Onion while surfing the
web will find themselves scratching their head
in wonderment until they realize that they are
on a parody site that prides itself on witty but
fanciful stories. Further complicating matters is
the fact that anyone with a social media account
can put pretty much anything out there, with
their words having the ability to go viral at any
time. Whether their statements are accurate or
not is often beside the point, with some people
deliberately placing misleading content in their
feeds while others do so quite unintentionally.
According to NBC News, a 2016 study
analyzing the consumption of fake news
during the 2016 presidential election found
that social media platforms have been a
game changer when it comes to the spread
of misinformation. Facebook proved to be
the site visited most often by people just
prior to clicking on a fake news site, beating
out Google, Twitter, and web mail platforms
and it has since partnered with fact checkers
in an attempt to prevent the proliferation of
fake news.
Internet fact-checking is nothing new, with
many an urban legend rapidly losing its luster
after being debunked by Snopes. Started
in 1994 by Californian David Mikkelson,
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Snopes was originally intended to be an online
treasure trove of myths and other tall tales,
but eventually, it evolved into the internet’s
oldest and largest fact-checking site. Using
a core group of researchers and analyzers,
Snopes investigates and analyzes rumors,
displaying the sources and materials used to
arrive at its conclusions. Topics addressed
on Snopes include storing valuables in your
dishwasher during a hurricane (not a good idea
since dishwashers can flood and can also float
away during a significant storm); whether or
not First Lady Melania Trump wore a jacket
bearing the words “I DON’T REALLY
CARE, DO YOU?” when she went to visit
immigrant children forcibly separated from
their parents (yes, she actually did); and Coca
Cola’s purchase and imminent discontinuation
of Dr. Pepper several years ago (neither of
which actually happened).

LESSONS LEARNED
So perhaps the biggest lesson to be learned
in an age where anyone can find themselves
addressing a global audience is one that you
were probably taught by your parents, many
moons ago: don’t believe everything you
read. That story that appeared in 2015 about
being able to recharge your iPhone by popping
it into the microwave? A fake, reported CNN.
The death announcements of actor Morgan
Freeman and PBS “Science Guy” Bill Nye
are just as erroneous as the countless Elvis
sightings that have been reported over the
years. The fact that something appears on
the internet or in the newspaper doesn’t
automatically make it true.

Amidst all of the hoopla surrounding fake
news comes the most important realization of
all: whether they are perpetuated accidentally
or intentionally, mistruths can have negative
consequences. In the case of El Al’s Flight
LY002, the difference between an 18-minute
flight delay and one that was reputed to be more
than four times longer had many indicting
the charedi passengers, and by extension,
charedim in general, for an imposition that
was nowhere near as egregious as originally
portrayed.
That point was driven home by an email
exchange included in the Kol Hazman story
between El Al and Israeli news personality
Sivan Rahav-Meir, who did what the
other journalists before her had failed to
do: she reached out to the airline to verify
the story. Sharing the dialogue that noted
the inaccuracies of the original report on
Facebook, Rahav-Meir wrote, “I don’t want
this post to defend those two people [who
delayed the plane] I want that this post to
defend the other 8 million people from public
criticism that has absolutely no basis in fact.”
So on behalf of those of us, myself included,
who were so quick to believe the worst about
those charedi passengers, I apologize to those
individuals for being so quick to believe the
worst of them. I promise you, it won’t happen
again. | JE

Sandy Eller is a freelance writer who writes for
numerous websites, newspapers, magazines, and
many private clients. She can be contacted at
sandyeller1@gmail.com.
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Can You Answer These Estate Planning Questions?
How can I protect my family’s private information from being made public?
How can I protect my children’s inheritance?
Who will make my financial and medical decisions, if I can’t?
Are my parents prepared for the expense of long-term care?
You Can Get Answers To These Questions and More At

www.halachicwills.com. Download Your FREE Report - ”7 Ways
Your Family Is Vulnerable And How You Can Protect Them”.
Estate Planning, Probate, and Elder Law Planning (Medicaid), require counsel who is experienced,
professional, and above all, caring. Monet Binder Law, P.C. has earned a reputation, through
over 20 years in practice, for working with clients, in a patient, understanding and compassionate
way, assisting them in realizing their goals to protect themselves and their loved ones, in the best way
possible.
Serving Brooklyn, Queens, and Long Island
Monet Binder Law, P.C.
Executive Office Center

Call Us for an appointment — The appointment can be
at our office or your home, at your convenience:

718.514.7575

61-43 186th Street
Fresh Meadows, NY 11365

info@mbinderlaw.com
www.mbinderlaw.com

All halachic documents are under the
supervision of the Bais HaVaad in Lakewood.
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DIGITAL
HEROIN
THE RISE OF
GAMING DISORDER
ITA YANKOVICH
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WHEN
14-YEAROLD MOTTY
SPENDS FIVE
HOURS LOCKED
IN HIS ROOM
PLAYING
VIDEO GAMES,
HIS PARENTS
AREN’T
CONCERNED.
AFTER ALL,
IT’S NOT A
HE IS ON HIS GAME…IT’S AN
ADDICTION
VACATION;
ISN’T THIS
WHAT ALL
TEENAGERS DO
NOWADAYS?

In April 2017, three men punched,
stabbed, and ultimately killed a teenager
in a Queens’s internet café because he
wouldn’t give up his seat so they could
play League of Legends.
Ever since arcades entered the scene in the
70s, followed by home video games in the
80s, parents questioned the health effects
of playing too much Pac-Man and Mario
Brothers. In addition to encouraging a
sedentary lifestyle, often, players get so
involved in their artificial universe that
they lose sight of the real world. This
is what compelled the World Health
Organization to designate compulsive
video gaming as a mental health disorder,
adding it to the International Classification
of Diseases, the agency’s official list of
medical conditions. The WHO is hoping
that the new classification will lead to
better awareness in families, governments,
and healthcare providers.

But what Motty’s parents fail to understand is that as video games have become
more sophisticated in sound and graphics,
they have also become more addictive.
Some people have become so obsessed
with gaming that they do not leave their
rooms for up to 14 hours a day and avoid
all forms of social contact. Excessive
gaming has gotten so out of hand that
the World Health Organization recently
labeled it a disorder.
Don’t think gaming can ever be that
serious? Consider these current tragic
news reports.
This May, an illegal African immigrant
nicknamed “The Human Spiderman” made
national headlines and was granted French
citizenship after he saved a toddler who
was dangling off an apartment building
balcony. The child’s father left his son
unsupervised to play Pokémon Go.

What does it feel like to have gaming
disorder? Besides for a powerful urge
to play video games, users will go to
extremes to play despite the negative
consequences that may result. When
gamers cannot play, they are consumed
by thoughts of playing, which lead them
to withdraw from family, friends, social
events, and academics. This is why some
refer to video games as “digital heroin.”

Arthur Saltzberg runs Key Transitions,
a transitional living and mentoring
program for adolescents who struggle
with mental health and substance abuse
issues. He believes that video games are
like drugs in that both activate and trigger
similar parts of the brain that can lead to
addiction. The initial level of dopamine,
the “feel good” neurotransmitter, soon
becomes inadequate and users are in
constant need of more and more gaming
to get that original rush. Playing games
can create a neurological response that
induces feelings of pleasure and reward,
manifesting in potentially addictive
behavior. “The number of those affected is
quite small, but it does occur, with a higher
propensity for addiction in individuals
suffering from mental health issues such
as depression, anxiety, or autism. Many
use it as an escape from reality and as a
means of coping with feelings they want to
repress, the same way many drug addicts
do,” he says.
Gaming disorder is included in the
Diagnostic and Statistical Manual
of Mental Disorders (DSMV-5), the
authoritative guide used by most
healthcare professionals when diagnosing
and treating patients. It is also listed under
“disorders due to addictive behaviors”
in the final draft of the International
Classification of Diseases (ICD-11),
to be presented at the World Health
Assembly in May 2019, scheduled to go
into effect January 1, 2022. In a news
conference, the WHO said it released it
early as a “preview” to give countries
time to prepare and train people for its
implementation.

SIGNS YOU ARE AN
ADDICTED AVATAR
To be officially diagnosed as having
a gaming disorder, the individual
must exhibit the negative behaviors
of excessive playing for at least 12
months. Here are some signs of a
problem:
• G
 aming takes precedence over other
daily interests and activities.
• Player becomes aggressive or hostile to
those that prevent him from gaming.
• Decrease in the number of human friends,

with an increase of virtual friends.
• W
 hen the player is not gaming, he
is involved in chatting about video
games in online forums.
• Player exhibits traits of oppositional
defiance or depression.
• Player presents poor hygiene and
neglects his overall health.
• Change in sleep patterns (too much
or too little sleep).
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WHO’S PLAYING?
Although both genders can exhibit signs
of gaming disorder, it seems boys 12 to 20
years of age are most vulnerable because
as minors their brains are still developing,
and as males, more so than females,
they are attracted to violence in games.
Autistic, ADHD, shy, or bullied children
are also more likely to play compulsively
because they don’t have to be accepted
or make friends in person when gaming,
explains Dr. Collen Carol, a global leader
in ending childhood screen addiction and
author of Hooked on Screens.
Compulsive gaming has had an interesting
effect on millennial males, causing a drop
in their work productivity and interest in
other leisure activities. Since 2004, timeuse data show today’s millennial males as
increasingly unemployed and spending
significant amounts of time facing screens
as they shift their leisure to recreational
computer activities. According to a 2017
published study conducted by Princeton
University of Chicago titled “Leisure
Luxuries and the Labor Supply of Young
Men,” in 2000, 8% of younger men,
(excluding full-time students) worked
zero weeks in the last year. By 2016, the
numbers had risen to 15%. Researchers
point to computer gaming as the dominant
source of the problem. “The paper further
cites survey data showing that these men
reported increased happiness overall
despite their reduced circumstances,
suggesting that advances in gaming are
making imaginary worlds more enjoyable
than the real one,” wrote David Z. Morris, a
technology reporter for Fortune Magazine.

NINTENDON’T
SAY IT’S A
DISORDER
According to the American Psychological
Association, compulsive gaming only
applies to 3% of all video game players.
This statistic triggered a group of scholars to
submit an open letter to the WHO expressing
their concerns that the proposed diagnosis
is premature and can “cause significant
stigma to the millions of children who play
video games as a part of a normal, healthy
life.” The gaming industry maintains that
today’s video games are more complex
with sophisticated characters and storylines
that encourage digital social connections.
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The Society for Media Psychology and
Technology, a division of the American
Psychological Association, argues that
although video game addiction research
has been going on for nearly 30 years,
it’s not clear how to define the condition,
symptoms, and prevalence or to determine
whether it is an independent disorder or a
symptom of a pre-existing disorder. The
European Games Developer Federation
(EGDF) also criticized the move. The
group said in a statement to the WHO that it
was concerned by the organization’s action
to include it, “despite significant opposition
from the medical and scientific community.
The evidence for its inclusion remains
highly contested and inconclusive.”
In justifying the decision, Dr. Vladimir
Poznyak, a member of WHO’s Department
of Mental Health and Substance Abuse
said, “I’m not creating a precedent here.
The WHO has followed the trends and the
developments which have taken place in
populations and in the professional field.”
In classifying compulsive gaming as a
disorder, the WHO is reiterating what the
DSMV-5 has already noted, that gaming
can be more than child’s play and needs to
be taken seriously as a legitimate sickness.

SHOULD PARENTS
WORRY?
Kids and video games go hand in hand.

Literally.
Parents should not immediately panic
and assume that their son or daughter has
a disorder just because they play video
games, even if they do so frequently.
Rather, parents should be mindful of
signs that perhaps their child is engaging
in unhealthy video game playing. For
instance, how does the child react when
you turn off his PS4? Heather Ness, a
psychology professor, admits that there’s
the normal disappointed response versus
a complete meltdown. (Also consider if
the child regularly has meltdowns over
other things; that probably would not
indicate a gaming disorder.) “Does the
child become agitated or anxious if they
are not allowed to play video games?
When not playing, are they constantly
focused on how to get back to their
games? Have they steadily increased
their playing time because just an hour
is no longer enough?” Ness asks.
If
parents can answer “yes” to any of these
questions, there might be cause for
concern. Parents can further investigate
by setting limits on screen time, such
as allowing play only on weekends or
after chores are completed, to determine
if their child can prioritize gaming.
Parents should also restrict games that
have multiple player options as this can
strengthen an addiction. Devices should
be designated to high-traffic areas and
never be allowed in the child’s bedroom.

GAMING LINGO
This common playing terminology may help you get that
gamer off the computer.
• AFK: Acronym for “away from keyboard.”
• G
 ank: Verb meaning to have your character killed by unfairly overwhelming
odds. For example, my guy was ganked when he was attacked by a player
ten level above me.
• H
 P: Hit points. This is a term commonly used in RPGs (role-playing
games), which refers to the number of points of damage that a character
can take before dying.
• S
 im: Short for simulation. Also refers to any character in the popular life
simulation game series The Sims franchise.
• S
 murf: An advanced player who is taking the easy way out by creating a
new character or account to play against lower-leveled players.
• WTS/WTB: Acronym for “want to sell/want to buy.”

It is also advisable that parental controls
be installed on all devices. If all these
measures fail and the child cannot
adhere to the rules, gaming may have
evolved into a more pressing matter that
requires professional intervention.

XING OUT THE
XBOX
Like any addiction, the user just needs
“one more hit” before he can put it away.
Because the diagnosis is so new, there
are not many treatment options currently
available. There are a few rehab
centers, boot camp programs, and some
wilderness camps, but they are costly
and there is little evidence to suggest
that they are successful.
Saltzberg
says the individuals he’s worked with
often respond better to Gamblers
Anonymous programs, as video gaming
is a process addiction (a compulsion to
continually engage in behaviors despite
the negative impact on one’s life), and

they have a larger network of established
programs. Dr. Carol, who runs Digital
Detox Success, a detox center that offers
programs for families, recommends a
full detox of 90 days or more. As with
any addiction, treatment will cause
classic signs of withdrawal such as
irritability and agitation. By classifying
compulsive playing as a disorder, the
goal is to encourage those in the mental
health field to create new and more
diverse options for treatment, and for
insurance companies to offer coverage
so those affected can seek help.
As a teenager, Motty’s gaming will
affect him minimally: he may have few
friends, perform poorly in school, or
be out of shape. But fast forward into
adulthood, and if Motty’s addiction
is uncaught or left untreated, he may
end up unemployed, socially awkward,
and not living up to his full potential.
Perhaps if his parents realize how
serious gaming addiction can be, they
will pull the plug long before it becomes
a disorder. | JE

DID YOU
KNOW?
The American Psychological
Association estimated that 160
million American adults play
video games.
Last year the gaming industry
earned 108.9 billion dollars,
according to market analyst firm
Newzoo.
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The JCC of Marine Park is a community organization dedicated to improving the lives of residents within Marine Park and its surrounding
areas, with programs, events and services to
meet needs under a single umbrella.

Jewish Community Council of

Marine Park
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Street Fairs
JCCMP hosts biannual street fairs to provide a fun way for
parents and children to spend time together, come together
as a community and benefit from essential giveaways and
resources.

JOIN US at out annual
Back to School Street Fair!

WHEN:

Sunday, August 26 from
2:00 to 6:00 P.M.

WHERE:

New location! Avenue N
between East 29 Street
and Nostrand Avenue

Skip the lines and reserve your free backpack!
Register at www.jccmpstreetfair.eventbrite.com

WHAT:

Refreshments, games,
rides, and entertainment
including the famous
Uncle Moishy and an
exciting magic show! Free
backpacks and school
supplies while supplies last!
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Rabbi Jonathan Gewirtz

Hey,
good-lookin'!
What's
a-cookin'?

PAYING
COMPLIMENTS
It was a Friday night, and we were sitting
around the Shabbos table. My nine-year-old
nephew sat to my left and wanted to share
with all of us this great new joke he’d heard.
We paid attention as he began: “A man was
sitting in a bar when he heard someone say,
“Nice shirt.” Turning to the bartender, the
fellow asked, “What did you say?” The
bartender replied that he hadn’t said anything.
A moment later, he heard a voice say, “I
really like your tie.” Again, he saw no one but
the bartender who again denied having said
anything.
Shortly afterward, the guy heard, “That’s a
great haircut.” He exclaimed to the bartender,
“Are you sure you didn’t say anything about
my haircut???”
“That wasn’t me,” replied the bartender – and
at this point my nephew dissolved into fits of
laughter rendering him almost incapable of
continuing – “it was the peanuts!”
Not sure what to make of this unusual story,
which the young boy obviously thought was
hysterical, my sister and brother-in-law just
stared quizzically at their highly amused son –
until I, who knew the actual punchline, added
softly, “They’re complimentary.” We still
laugh about this story many years later.
As a young boy, he hadn’t known the word
complimentary meant free, as in, “with
my compliments,” and also meant praising
someone. In his mind what could be funnier
than talking peanuts?
It made me think about compliments
and freebies. We use the term, “to pay a
compliment,” as they are valuable, and I don’t
think you could even buy one if you wanted
to. Sometimes you do someone a favor,
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and you anticipate their appreciation and a
compliment for being so thoughtful, but it
doesn’t materialize.
Or you work on a presentation for hours
and hours and when it’s done your boss
doesn’t say, “Good job” or “Nice work,”
but only, “You’re missing a comma on page
29.” There’s no approval, no praise, and the
compliment sure isn’t coming for free.
I was thinking that perhaps this term is used
precisely to tell us we should be lavish in our
praise of others and not feel like it costs us
anything. If we recognized just how powerful
compliments were, we’d use them a lot more,
and we’d probably find ourselves in the
company of many more happy people who
were achieving much more.
A compliment will usually have a positive
effect on the recipient. Even if they didn’t
deserve it before, they will work to deserve
it now because they enjoy the praise so
much that they want to earn more of it. I was
reminded of this recently when I went to a
shiur given by my former eighth-grade rebbi.
As I sat there listening to him, I was
transported back through the years to a time
when life was simpler and I enjoyed learning
with fresh excitement, unafraid of saying
something wrong or asking a silly question.
As he spoke, I made notes. I asked questions
in my head, and when he answered them, I
found a great sense of satisfaction. A few
times I caught his eye, and he gave me a
smiling nod when he saw that I’d anticipated
what he was going to say.
Back in eighth grade when that happened,
and a boy asked a good question that one of
the meforshim asked, Rabbi S. would reach
into his pocket and fish out a quarter. He

would then toss it to the boy with a flourish.
That quarter may have cost 25 cents, but it
made that kid feel like a million dollars. I
remember a couple of times when I was the
excited recipient of quarters, but I found out
something years later that support my premise
in this piece even more.
Having both moved to Monsey, I meet Rabbi
S. from time to time. One day he mentioned to
me that when I was in his class, he’d gotten a
phone call from my mother a”h. I’d gotten a
quarter one day and had been so excited about
it when I spoke to my parents that she called
the rebbi to ask if she could sponsor a roll of
quarters so more boys could feel the elation
that I did (and presumably so that I could get
it again too).
I was touched by her sensitivity and insight.
She knew the happiness and joy as well
as motivation to succeed I got from being
complimented in such an immediate and
public way and wanted that to continue. She
wanted the compliments to flow, and she was
willing to pay for it.
As I reflected on this on that recent evening
at the shiur, I was brought to tears by the
keen sensitivity my mother a”h possessed
and expressed. I think we can all take a
lesson from her that we should aim to give
more compliments, more freely. If we don’t,
perhaps we’re just plain nuts. | JE
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HALACHA
Rabbi Gil Student

THE BEST

CHARITY
WHICH CHARITY?

Many people in the Jewish community have
achieved varieties of financial success, allowing
them the privilege of supporting many charities.
This raises questions of communal and
philanthropic priorities. Others have limited
charity funds, but still want to allocate them
effectively. The issue is a blessing but also a
complex problem, with multiple angles. I would
like to explore a specific subject — what is the
best charity if you have to choose only one?
In mid-sixteenth century Turkey, a wealthy man
passed away without leaving instructions for the
disposal of his charity funds. The local rabbis
decided that some of that charity money should
be given to the deceased’s poor brother, but the
sons of the deceased objected that they should
inherit the money and decide what to do with it.
The question was brought to the Maharshdam,
Rav Shmuel Di Medina of Salonica (Responsa
Maharshdam, Yoreh De’ah 158).
Maharshdam says that we have to try to
determine the deceased’s desires for the charity
fund. Since in this case we do not know his
intentions, we should give the money to
the highest level of charity. The Tur (Yoreh
De’ah 259) quotes his father, the Rosh, as
saying that a town may reallocate to a study
hall money that was donated to a synagogue or
cemetery. Maharshdam argues that if in a case
in which we know with certainty that the donor
intended for the money to go to a synagogue
we can use it for a study hall, then certainly
when we do not know the donor’s intention we
can use the money to support Torah study. If
we give the money to a lesser charity, we risk
misusing the donation.

HIGHER TORAH

The question then becomes which Torah
study
organization
receives
higher
priority. Maharshdam quotes the Gemara
(Shabbos 119b) that the world survives
because of the Torah study of children, who
due to their age are free of responsibility from
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sin. Additionally, more people doing a mitzvah
together has greater merit than fewer people.
Therefore, concludes Maharshdam, the money
should be given to the highest charity — a large
elementary school.
Similarly, Rav Ephraim Navon in early eighteenth
century Turkey addresses a related question
(Machaneh Ephraim (Hilchos Tzedakah 11).
A man donated money to establish in a small
town a part-time kollel of ten men studying
Torah. However, the town could not find ten men
willing to enroll. The donor wished to change the
endowment from a kollel to a full-time elementary
school teacher. Rav Navon permitted this
reallocation for technical reasons but adds that this
new purpose is higher than the original because
the Torah study of children sustains the world.

G-D’S PLACE

However, Rav Yosef Raphael Chazzan of
early nineteenth century, Turkey challenges
this argument (Ma’archei Lev vol. 1 no. 25).
He quotes the Gemara (Berachos 8a) which
states that nowadays G-d only has the four
cubits of halachah. Therefore, He loves the
distinguished gates of halachah more than all
the synagogues and other study halls. According
to this passage, high-level Torah study merits
higher priority than any other study. This seems
to contradict the earlier passage, which gives
priority to children’s Torah study.
This question gains greater strength when we
note that the priority of high-level Torah has
practical implications. Rambam (Mishneh
Torah, Hilchos Tefillah 8:3) rules, based on the
above Gemara, that it is better to pray in a study
hall than a synagogue. Shulchan Aruch (Orach
Chaim 90:18) rules likewise. Since the two
passages seem to contradict and the latter is
quoted authoritatively, it would seem that an
elementary school should not be given priority
over adult Torah study.
Rav Chaim Palaggi (Chaim Be-Yad nos. 6465) of nineteenth-century Turkey favors the
interpretation of Rav Chazzan; however, he

struggles with the many authorities who side
with the Maharshdam. Rather than taking
a minority view against the majority, in an
impressive act of intellectual humility Rav
Palaggi adopts a middle position that gives due
weight to the majority with which he disagrees.

JEWISH BEHAVIOR

Perhaps a reconciliation of the two passages
lies in the Rambam’s interpretation. Rav
Chazzan and Rav Palaggi follow Maharsha’s
interpretation that the Gemara is praising highlevel study of halachah. In the introduction to
his commentary to the Mishnah, Rambam
sees the passage about the four cubits
of halachah as a general declaration about
the uniqueness of true loyalty to the letter
and spirit of halachah (ed. Kafach, vol. 1, p.
21). Synagogues and study halls may be full
of people studying Torah, but not enough of
those students apply these teachings properly
to develop a faithful Torah personality. Only
someone who internalizes the messages
of halachah can reach out fully to G-d.
If so, the distinguished gates of halachah may
overlap with elementary schools. Schools that
teach proper character traits seem to qualify as
remaining within the four cubits of halachah,
whether for adults or children. An elementary
school that trains its students to follow the law,
to embrace and internalize the messages of
Judaism regarding behavior and thought, serves
in the same capacity as a high-level kollel. Both
types of institutions are distinguished gates
of halachah. Elementary schools have the
additional benefit of purity, discussed above.
If this is correct, the highest charity would
be an elementary school that emphasizes
proper behavior and attitudes; a mussarfocused cheder that directs pure children on
the proper path. | JE

Rabbi Gil Student writes frequently on Jewish
issues & runs TorahMusings.com.
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CHOOSE TO SHINE
Pinchos Shine

WE WANT

YOU
I

t was ten years ago that I first had the
privilege of being an active member
of the Jewish Community Council of
Marine Park. It was quite a delight as I
made friends while helping our community
grow. Our annual Project Machal fundraiser
would feed and entertain over 350 people,
each of them donating generously to provide
food assistance to families in need. Our
father-son learning finale would draw over
500 people, with guest speakers like Rav
Reuven Feinstein and the Novominsker
Rav. Our legislative breakfasts were filled to
capacity. They were must-attend events for
politicians at every level of government. Our
Sunday program for girls continues to service
hundreds of local kids. At least 100 people
volunteer for the annual JCCMP Pesach Food
Program to help pack and deliver groceries to
hundreds of needy families in our area.
I burst with pride to be part of such an amazing
community. All the time, energy, and money
spent to help improve the lives of our fellow
Marine Park residents are well worth it. I
am thankful to Shea Rubenstein for being
the tireless driving force behind the Jewish
Community Council of Marine Park. As I
recently told him, I could not possibly do any
of this on my own. It is an honor to have some
small part in this incredible organization.
I then thought about all the new families that
have moved here. I wonder if they are even
aware of the sheer scope of what we do, and
what services are available. How can I keep
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this all to myself, when there are hundreds of
worthy individuals and families who have yet
to experience that joy? Being involved in a
local shul is wonderful, but attaching oneself
to something larger is deeply fulfilling. In
short, it’s time to share.

fundamental responsibility of every member
of the Jewish community to vote. Doing that
in every election would make candidates sit
up and take notice like never before. It only
takes five minutes, and the polls are open
from 6 A.M. until 9 P.M.

We can invite new people with fresh ideas
and new energy to join us. With Shea’s
permission, I would like to extend an invitation
to you, to your families, to your friends, and
to your neighbors to become involved in our
organization. It really does not take much
time or effort, especially because there is a
dedicated office staff who manages all the
details. Even if you volunteer for one event
a year, you will find yourself transformed by
the experience. You will meet people just like
you, who also happen to live right here, and it
is enjoyable.

We need each other, and we can only benefit
from having a strong kehilla. It is not about
who belongs to this shul or that shul. We are
one. I have seen it, and I want the newer
families to see it too, and to get involved as
I have enjoyed doing. I, therefore, would
like to challenge you, dear reader, to become
involved in a newly transformed JCCMP. It
need not take a lot of time or money. There
are so many various projects which can use
your help.

For example, we need ideas to help get
out the vote on November 6, 2018. Every
vote counts. New York City spends over
$85 BILLION every year. More can be
directed towards improvements in our own
community, if only the politicians saw an
active, engaged voter base. They carefully
record which demographics show up, and
that helps determine policy and allocation
of resources. I strongly suggest that we
encourage our high schools to provide voter
registration drives for their 12th graders, and
for the yeshivas and seminaries to do the
same. Rav Moshe Feinstein zt”l in a letter
dated October 3, 1984, paskened that it is a

I ask the Rabbanim of the shuls in Marine
Park to band together and encourage their
members to participate. When we started,
we began with two delegates from each
shul in the community to attend quarterly
meetings. That is only four times a year (and
we serve great food!). Let us reestablish those
community meetings.
Please contact us at http://www.jccmp.org/
contact to become a shul rep, or to volunteer. I
look forward to meeting you! | JE

I encourage you to share your own
stories at pinchosshine@gmail.com.
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ASK THE
THERAPIST
ALEXANDER RAND
LCSW-R CASAC

Q
I am a mother of three children ages three, seven, and 10. Every Shabbos I get
into a battle with my 10-year-old about helping to clean the table after the meals.
I know this is something she really dislikes, but I feel it is my responsibility as a
mother to teach her good middos. This is also having an impact on my seven-yearold who complains that it’s not fair that he has to help if she won’t. My husband
feels that I shouldn’t insist on their help and we should “pick our battles.” I am not
sure what is the correct approach and would appreciate your input.

A

Thank you for the question,
which I am sure many
families find relatable. I
remember growing up and
arguing with my older
brother each week about whose turn it
was to clean the table, as we rotated that
responsibility weekly. I also remember
my parents’ frustration as this scene
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would unfold time and time again. As a
result, I have explained to my wife that
cleaning the table (or anything else)
traumatizes me and she needs to respect
that :).
All kidding aside, I admire your desire
to instill good values in your children
while being open to hearing other

approaches that may differ from yours.
I would first explore the possible root
source of her resistance. Is she normally
willing to pitch in when asked, or is this
more of a pattern where she refuses to
help? What we are trying to figure out
is if this is a problem in and of itself
or if it’s indicative of an underlying
issue. One of a therapist’s primary jobs

fall into
good sleep
New Arrivals!
Beautiful
Autumn 2018
Collections

when meeting a client is to understand
why the person is struggling with a
particular issue. There are two ways to
ask the question of “Why are you doing
this?” One is more of an accusation,
implying that their behavior makes no
sense and is wrong. The second way to
ask stems from the desire to understand
what motivates the behavior. Until
we understand that, it is much more
difficult to effect any change.
With our children (and spouses) we
would benefit from the same approach.
If we can understand what’s behind her
resistance, it will indicate to us what
intervention might work best. People
at times are afraid to look for what’s
behind a behavior with the fear that
it will somehow justify what is being
done and make it ok. Of course, this
is not at all true. If we were to look at
someone who committed murder and
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see that they experienced a traumatic
childhood with many stressors, it might
lend perspective to how they reached
that behavior even though it by no
means justifies the act. Our goal is not
to exonerate the behavior as much as it
is to understand it.
Another point I would like to address
is a common pitfall that affects many
of us. It can be summarized as missing
the forest for the trees. I commonly
encounter
couples
in
treatment
situations that become arguing points
where neither is willing to budge,
convinced that their view is “better” or
more correct. As a result, there can be
arguing, fighting, and yelling in front
of the children over who is right. While
you may end up getting your way on
one particular issue, the result of the
argument might be that your children
witness disrespect and anger between

parents, imbibing the message that
disagreements are terrible and result in
fights.
Multiple lessons get sacrificed to
preserve the one you are stuck on.
So while I am not directly answering
your question of whether you or your
husband is “right,” hopefully you can
answer a larger question that removes
the need to address it at all.
Enjoy the rest of your summer! | JE

Alexander Rand LCSW-R CASAC is
a licensed clinical social worker and
addictions therapist. He currently maintains
a private practice in Brooklyn, NY
and serves as an adjunct professor at
Brooklyn College and Touro College
Graduate School of Social Work.
He can be reached at srcsw@yahoo.com
or at 917-880-9576.
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Cooking with

Summer
ENTERTAINING
Naomi Hazan | @onelifetoeat

Summer means less running
around and more downtime
to spend under the sun!
These are some of my
favorite recipes, all made
with just ﬁve ingredients or
less. There's something for
the kids, something for the
adults, and something that
will make summer entertaining
easier than ever.
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BBQ BEEF SKEWERS
AND HOMEMADE BBQ
SAUCE

This recipe is great if you’re making
a quick, marinade-free barbecue dinner.
All you need is your favorite protein, some
homemade barbecue sauce, and a hot grill.
Ditch the bottled stuff for homemade
barbecue sauce! This recipe is a great
way to use up any leftover condiments
in your pantry. Customize to create your
signature sauce.

SKEWERS
2 pounds cubed shish kabob beef
(cut into 1 inch cubes)
1 cup homemade barbecue
sauce
Dash of salt
Preparation:
1. Season the beef cubes with salt
and barbecue sauce.
2. Heat your grill or grill pan on high
heat for at least 10 minutes.
3. Meanwhile, skewer the meat
cubes, about 1/2 an inch apart
from each other.
4. Grill for 3-4 minutes on each side.
Serve hot.

BBQ SAUCE
¼ cup molasses
½ cup ketchup
2 tbs. mustard
¼ cup white or apple cider vinegar
½ tsp. garlic powder
¼ tsp. liquid smoke (hickory/
mesquite)
¼ tsp. salt
Preparation:
1. Pour all of the ingredients into a
small saucepan.
2. Over medium heat, whisk
ingredients until well combined.
Once the sauce starts to simmer,
shut off the flame and allow to cool.
Store in the fridge in an airtight
container for up to a month.
Yield: 1 cup sauce

Jewish Echo | 43

LIMONANA POPSICLES

There is nothing more refreshing than Israeli mint lemonade.
It’s tangy, sweet, and cooling with a fresh mint finish. This
Popsicle requires just three simple ingredients and is the
best hot afternoon pick me up!
TIP: Add some rum or vodka for an adult mojito style
Popsicle.

3 cups water
¾ cup lemon juice (5-6 lemons)
½ cup sugar
10-15 fresh mint leaves

Preparation:
1. Blend the ingredients until the sugar fully
dissolves, and the mint leaves are pureed.
2. Pour mixture into Popsicle molds and freeze
for at least 4-6 hours.

CHEF’S
TIPS:
HOMEMADE
POPSICLES
Long summer days are a great
time to get everyone in the
kitchen and make homemade
Popsicles! There are endless
flavor combinations. Just blend
what you like and freeze!
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CHOCOLATE FUDGESICLES
½ cup chocolate spread (I like to
use hazelnut spread)
1 ½ cups milk (nondairy milk is
perfectly fine too!)

PINA COLADA
1 ½ cups pineapple juice
1 ½ cups canned sweet coconut
cream

STRAWBERRY DAQUIRI
4 cups frozen strawberries
¼ cup sugar
2 tbs. lemon juice
2 tbs. water
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Shabbos
for One
TEEN STORY

I was sprawled on the swing in the backyard
one Sunday when my little sister Dini came
running out.
“Guess what?” she shouted. “Guess where
I’m going?”
“Where?” I asked, disinterestedly, as I
flicked through the magazine on my lap.
“Michal invited me to the country for
Shabbos! Mommy said I can go!”
“Wow,” I said, tossing the magazine aside
and finally paying her some real attention.
“How will you get there?”
“Mommy said I can get a ride with Mr.
Stein,” Dini said. “He’s leaving Thursday
night around supper time.”
“Well, lucky you,” I responded. “That
leaves Chavi and me at home for Shabbos.
It’s going to be a quiet one.”
The summer had been a quiet one so far.
My brothers were away at sleepaway
camp. I was working in a local day camp;
the very same one my two younger sisters
attended. My days were mostly pleasant
and uneventful, although there had been a
couple of days when my co-counselor was
absent and I had to contend with an entire
bunk of active six year olds on my own. The
weekends were long and leisurely, as they
tend to be in the summer.
Lots of people I know complain about
Shabbos in the city, but I don’t mind them. I
have a handful of friends working here with
me who are usually around in the afternoon,
and if they are busy my sister Chavi is only
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a year younger than me and great company.
But by the time Tuesday arrived that
particular week, Chavi had plans of her
own. “Miriam invited me for Shabbos,” she
told me over dinner that night. “I was going
to walk over just for the afternoon, but it’s
been so hot that we decided it’s better for me
just to sleep over.”
“Wait,” I said. “Can you go a different
week? I have no plans, and no one else will
be home for Shabbos. It’ll be so weird with
just Mommy, Tati, and me around the table.”
Chavi shrugged. “So make plans. I already
told Miriam I’d go and it’s going to be really
fun. Wait, you want to join us?”
I shook my head. The last thing I wanted
was to be the tag-along older sister. I tried
inviting a couple of friends, but it seemed
like no one was going to be around for the
weekend.
“Maaa,” I whined the next morning. “I’m
dreading Shabbos! I don’t want to be alone!”
“You won’t be alone,” she said in her very
best “everything will be alright” voice.
“Tati and I will be here. It will be great!”
“Yeah, right,” I grumbled. “Sounds like a
real party.”
“So, I hear we’ll have the pleasure of your
company this Shabbos,” my father said that
evening as I walked into his study to find a
book.
“Very funny,” I answered. “But not funny.
I love you and all, but this is not what I
consider a fun plan.”

“Well, Mommy and I think it will be nice,”
Tati said, “but if you are so unhappy about
it, why don’t you also find a place to go
for Shabbos? We’d miss you, but will
understand.”
Now, why didn’t I think of that?
I picked up the phone and called Bubby in
Lakewood.
“Hi, Bubby!” I said brightly. “How would
you like to host your favorite grandchild for
Shabbos?”
“Oh, mamale, I would love to,” she said,
“but I have some sort of virus that I can’t
seem to shake. I’m just not up to cooking
this week. Would you like to come next
week instead?”
“Thanks, Bubby, I’ll let you know. Refuah
shelaima!”
I hung up the phone, deflated, when another
idea occurred to me. My cousin Shifra in
Monsey! I hadn’t spoken to her in ages,
but what better time to catch up than the
summer?
“Hi, Tante Yoch,” I greeted my aunt when
she answered on the third ring. “Can I please
speak to Shifra?”
“Oh, Shifra’s not home,” came the response.
“She decided to go to camp last minute,
remember?”
I guess that’s what I get for not answering
her calls during the weeks leading up to
summer, I mused as I hung up.
I tried two friends in the Catskills with

no luck.
My options for the weekend were nil. I was
stuck at home, alone with my parents.
“I don’t get it,” my friend Raizy said when
I complained to her. “It sounds amazing to
be the only one home. I have three nephews
and two nieces coming up here for Shabbos
with my sister and brother-in-law, plus my
brothers will be home for Shabbos. It’ll
be a zoo. Now that is something to kvetch
about.”
When Erev Shabbos rolled around, I
gloomily set the table for three. I didn’t
bother making a dessert, my usual preShabbos job; instead I picked up a box of
ice pops from the corner store.
And when my father came home from shul a
few hours later, it was with a great show of
reluctance that I made my way to the table.
“So, Rina.” He beamed at me. “How was
your week?”
“Yes, tell us all about it,” my mother agreed.
I did my best to fill the silence, join in with

my father’s zemiros (that was usually Dini’s
job when the boys weren’t home), and eat
as much as I could of my mother’s delicious
food (well, that part wasn’t too hard). After I
finished clearing the table (which took about
five seconds), I went upstairs, passing all the
empty bedrooms, and went to bed, breathing
in the silence.
The next day I slept as late as possible. I
took my time davening and sat through
another quiet meal. As I put away the last
dish, my mother said, “Rummikub?”
“Wait, what?” I asked.
“Rummikub,” she replied. “Want to play a
game with Tati and me?”
I shrugged, but got the game anyway and
sat down for a few rounds. When we’d
had enough, my parents invited me to join
them for a stroll. We chatted as we walked,
stopping every so often under a shady
tree to recover from the heat, circling the
neighborhood and cutting through a nearby
park. By the time we got back, it was time
for my father’s shiur.

I spent the rest of the afternoon relaxing on
the couch with a book, then surprised my
parents with a beautiful spread for shalosh
seudos.
Before I knew it, Shabbos was over. And I
had actually enjoyed every minute.
Chavi came home late that night.
“Rivka stopped by Miriam’s house this
afternoon and said she’d love to have me
next Shabbos,” she said. “But I told her I
should probably wait a week or two since
you won’t be too happy to have a quiet
house again so soon.”
“No, its fine,” I said. “You can go.”
“What?” Chavi asked, her eyes wide.
“Really?”
I know that the rest of this summer will fly
by, as summers tend to do, and that the house
will fill up again with the happy bustle of
all my siblings. And I look forward to that.
But while I will be happy to see the seats
filled once again around our table, I will also
cherish the memory of my special Shabbos
for one. | JE

Under the strict
Rabbinical Supervision
of Rabbi Yisroel Gornish
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JM 101
Hillel Kapnick
After going through the Three Weeks and the Nine Days, I know you’re all on the lookout for awesome
new music. Fear not dear reader. I’m here to let you in on some of the best and newly released Jewish
music, so you can get back to ﬁlling up your playlists!

Waves of Faith – Naftali
Blumenthal

Lo Nafsik (Olturix Remix) – Avi
Peretz

Those who are active on social media have
likely come across a video from Naftali at
some point. Naftali has made quite a name for
himself, releasing online covers of others’ songs
while adding his own flavor into the mix (no
pun intended). Finally, we are treated to a debut
solo album from Naftali. This album features
eight tracks to inspire you. Also featured on this
album on the track “There’s an Angel” is Pinny
Schachter. If you’re looking for something that
doesn’t sound like the typical Jewish music
album and is filled with positive messages and a
stream of inspiration, this is the album for you!

Avi Newmark is no stranger to the Jewish music
scene. After producing too many hit albums to
count, Avi teamed up with Israeli vocalist Avi
Peretz to produce a fantastic project. And if one
amazing producer wasn’t enough, Avi teamed
up with Producer Olturix who remixed one
of the hits off the album - “Lo Nafsik” - and
took the track to another level! After you finish
listening through the entire album, make sure to
check out this remix.

The Nanach Collection Volume 2 –
MRM Music
Last year MRM Music released the first volume
of The Nanach Collection with no guarantee
that there would be any more volumes made.
Within days, copies had just about sold out. It
seems that good dancing music is quite popular
these days, which brings us to Volume 2! This
album features hits from Uman to America
and everywhere in between. With artists such
as Levi Cohen, Nerya Engel, Sruli Broncher,
Lipa Schmeltzer, Meilech Kohn, Shua Kessin,
and Amram Adar, you can’t go wrong. Whether
you’re dancing in your office, kitchen, or on top
of your van, go pick up your copy today!

UP – Yoni Z
Yoni, who has become an extremely soughtafter wedding singer and concert vocalist, has
released a number of singles to date. His latest
single, which is taking the Jewish music world
by storm, is titled UP. The single was produced
by Yanky Katina and arranged by dynamic duo
Eli Klein and Yitzy Berry. If you haven’t heard
it yet, make sure to download your copy and
check out the animated music video that was
released along with the single.

Relax Music Cafe
When buying an instrumental album,
your choices are few. The vast majority of
instrumental albums feature talented (albeit
lonely) keyboard players throughout. This
album is quite different. I had the privilege of
teaming up with trumpet player Lenny Friedman

and saxophone/flute player Tzvi Goldring in
putting this album together. It features songs
you may know and others you may not be as
familiar with, but one thing is sure: the songs
you recognize have been completely rearranged
and re-invented. This is not your typical Jewish
instrumental album! Go pick up a copy and hear
for yourself.

Neshameleh – Yehuda Green
Yehuda Green’s name alone conjures up
thoughts of dancing, and hartzige kumzitz
lasting long into the night. To date, every album
that Yehuda has released has given us multiple
songs sung at weddings, simchos, and kumzitzes.
This album is no different. Featuring 13 soulful
tracks that you can hear coming straight from
Yehuda’s neshame, hence the album title
Neshameleh is most befitting.

Serenity – Shloime Gertner
Throughout the years, Shloime has released
some beautiful hits in both Hebrew and Yiddish.
On Shloime’s album Imagine, we got a small
taste of soulful English songs. There has been
an overwhelming interest in more English
content from Shloime, and finally, the wait is
over! Shloime’s new album Serenity features
13 beautiful English songs with exciting
arrangements sure to impact and inspire Jewish
people throughout the world. | JE

Hillel Kapnick is a Producer/Singer/Musician/DJ based in Monsey, NY. He owns and operates Uptop Recording Studios (Monsey, NY),
and sings and plays at simchos with his orchestra and One Man Band regularly. Hillel can be reached for questions, comments, or
bookings at hillelkaps@gmail.com or through his website @ www.HillelKAPS.com
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Need an experienced

Tutor?
Need assistance with
Kriyah or Chumash?

Had enough struggling over
Math, Algebra and Trigonometry?
Biology and Chemistry are too
difficult to comprehend?
All subjects, all ages, all students,
from beginners to advanced.
Call or text
Huvie Worcman at
646.509.1443
or email
huvieworc@gmail.com
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MUSINGS
Yitti Berkovic

Squeezing in
Some Love
I wanted to kick myself for even answering
the phone.
“Hello?” I had asked, my mind a million
miles away.
Did I remember to pack my three-yearold’s blanket? Did he need a Pull-up or
were we going to brave this trip without
one?
“Hi,” she answered pleasantly. “Is this
Yitti?”
“It is,” I responded absently, as my hands
moved quickly through the odds and ends
I would be stuffing into the last suitcase.
“Can I help you with something?”
How bad would my sheitel look if I packed
my sheitel box horizontally, wedged under
the driver’s seat? Would the dresses I’d just
spent hours ironing remain wrinkle-free if
they were stuffed between two suitcases?
“This is Sara Levy,” she continued. “I am a
friend of Rachel Mellman, your neighbor.”
Who?
Where are my keys? Did the kids go to the
bathroom yet?
“Rachel mentioned to me that you would
be driving up to the country today, and I
wanted to ask you if I could possibly get a
ride up to my daughter ’s bungalow colony.
Do you think you have room for me?”
Wait. What?
My brain finally whirred to attention.
Someone – who is friends with someone –
needed a ride. Someone wanted to squeeze
herself into my absurdly cramped car and
stay there for the hour-and-a-half trek
upstate.
The word “no” had already shaped itself
on my tongue and was only millimeters
away from escaping my mouth.
But a little voice whispered a solution in
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my ear: You could take out one suitcase
and leave it for your husband to bring up
later in the week. Then you might have
room.
Oh. Well, there was that.
Hmmmm.
But I still wanted to say no. Because even
if my car might technically have room, that
wouldn’t make the ride comfortable for
me. When there is a passenger in the car,
especially a passenger I don’t know well,
I need to be on. I need to use my cheery
voice when I tell my youngest to stop
stealing his brother’s yarmulke. I need to
avoid all threats of pulling over to the side
of the road and leaving some children to
find their way along the NY 17. I need to
make conversation.
I really wanted to say no. But that word
refused to leave my mouth because just as
I began to speak, my parents’ disappointed
faces appeared before my eyes.
Long-time summer Catskill-goers, I don’t
think my parents have ever driven back
or forth to the country alone, without a
passenger.
They could certainly use the peace and
quiet, considering that they spend the
entire weekend hosting grandchildren.
They would probably enjoy a quiet drive
home and some alone time together before
they head back to a busy workweek, but
they know that people don’t ask for a
ride unless they need one. And neither
my mother nor my father is willing to
turn down an opportunity to gather some
zechusim. Neither is willing to turn down
an opportunity to show some consideration
to a person asking for help.
And they taught me better than to turn
down that opportunity myself.
Sigh.

I am no heroine, believe me. I grumbled
(in my head) as I told Mrs. Levy (that
was her name, right?) that I would be
happy to drive her to her daughter ’s
bungalow. I grumbled (out loud) as I
schlepped the heavy wheelie out of the
car and rearranged my garment bags so
they wouldn’t hit poor Mrs. Levy on the
head every time I stopped for a red light.
I even grumbled (between clenched teeth)
as I made forced conversation with Mrs.
Levy from the moment I pulled out of her
driveway until the moment I dropped her
off at her daughter ’s bungalow. (Let’s just
say she had endless energy and more than
a few opinions about my parenting skills.)
But even amidst my grumbling, I knew I
was doing the right thing.
The summer is the season of rides, when
people have the leisure time and the itch
to go visiting or to go exploring. It’s also
the season that serves as a prelude to the
Yamim Nora’im, a time when we want to
show Hakadosh Baruch Hu that we love
all of His children, even if that means
extending ourselves a little further than is
perfectly comfortable.
If there was room in the Beis Hamikdash
for all of Bnei Yisrael, I can make some
room in my car – and in my heart – for a
fellow Jew who might talk a lot but also
wants to spend some quality time with her
grandchildren.
Something tells me this isn’t the last I’ll
hear from Mrs. Levy.
And next time she calls, hopefully, I’ll
grumble just a little bit less.
Hopefully, I will tell her – and mean it! that there is always room for a dear friend
like her. | JE

The JCCMP wishes a hearty

Mazel Tov

toNaomi Hazan,
our very own Food Editor,

F

Allan H. Glazer
Lenbar Consulting

646.483.4014 mobile
allan@allanglazer.com
Learn how to use LinkedIn
correctly for networking/profile
building in any industry.
Complimentary 20-minute session.

on the
occasion of
her engagement!

"Networking will make you
more successful"

A Project of:

Jewish Community Council of

Marine Park
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A
New SERVICE
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Do You Qualify for Free or Low Cost
Health Insurance, or Child Health Plus?
SNAP or Food Stamps?

MENUCHA WORCMAN

DIRECTOR of SOCIAL SERVICES

2076 Flatbush Ave.
718.407.1832
or menucha@jccmp.org
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MAZEL TOV!
L’zchus Refuah Shelaima for Alter Mordechai Tzvi ben Eka Breina

Births:
6/29 - Mr. and Mrs. Yaakov Sussman on the birth of a girl!
7/7 - Mr. and Mrs. Avi Rokach on the birth of a girl!
7/11 - Rabbi and Mrs. Eli and Rochel Senderowitz on the birth of a boy!
7/18 - Mr. and Mrs. Berish Schachter on the birth of a boy!
7/18 - Mr. and Mrs. Daniel and Devora Stok on the birth of a boy!
7/22 - Mr. and Mrs. Sruli Klein on the birth of a boy!
7/26 - Mr. and Mrs. Shaya and Mindy Caller on the birth of a boy!
7/23 - Mr. and Mrs. Alan and Robin Wahrsager on the birth of a grandson!
Also to the parents, Mr. and Mrs. Yoni and Aviva Berkovits!

Bar/Bas Mitzvahs:
7/26 - Mr. and Mrs. Shia and Mindy Steinberg on Motty’s bar mitzvah!
7/28 - Mr. and Mrs. Avrumi and Elisheva Bergman on Ezriel’s bar mitzvah!

Engagements/Weddings:
7/11 - Mr. and Mrs. Craig and Michelle Goldsmith on Elana’s engagement to Andi Abboudi!
Also to Mr. and Mrs. Jack and Alicia Abboudi and family!
7/18 - Mr. and Mrs. Ari Meisner on Yisroel Meir’s engagement to Atara Cohen from Baltimore!
7/19 - Dr. and Mrs. Eli Wagschal on Shmuli’s engagement to Naomi Einhorn!

To submit and view simchas online, visit www.azaryafeig.com/simchas
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PEST PROBLEM?
EMERGENCY
24 HOUR SERVICE
roaches • ants

NO PROBLEM!

718.253.5771
MENTION JEM2018 FOR

rats • mice

$10

OFF ONE TIME SERVICE

termites
waterbugs
bees
s i l v e r fi s h
spiders

MINKOFF

bedbugs

LOCKSMITH LLC

fl e a s • w a s p s

Licensed & Insured Locksmith

· Restricted Keys Made
· Locks
· Gates
· Security & Fireproof Doors
· Safes
· Fences
· Intercom
· Buzzers
· Cctv Installed

24 Hour Emergency Service
Shomer Shabbos
Service 9-5 Monday- Friday
1704 East 21st
Brooklyn, NY 11210
T 718.998.9881
F 718.376.8018
minkoffbrooklyn@aol.com

crickets

Fully Licensed
and Insured
Commercial &
Residential

Wildlife Removal
Licensed Trapper

Over

20 years
in the
industry!

info@FiveStarPestControl.com
1310 52nd Street • Brooklyn, NY 11219

HESHIE
squirrels • raccoons • opossums
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ADAS YESHURIN BAIS MOSHE
Rabbi Avrohom Klein
3418 Avenue N - 718.338.9414
Shacharis: Sunday 8:00, M-F
6:30, Sh 8:55 Mincha: 1:30 and 10
minutes before shkiya, M-Th Maariv:
M-Th 9:15, Sh 50 min after shkiah
AGUDATH ISRAEL OF MADISON
ZICHRON CHAIM TZVI
Rabbi Reisman
2122 Avenue S (Corner of E. 22 St.)
Shacharis Sun: 6:20, 7:15, 8:00, Shacharis
Mon/Thu: 6:20, 7:15, 8:00 Shacharis T/W/F:
6:20, 7:15, 8:00 Mincha: At shkiah (also 1:40
on Sunday) Maariv: 8:00, 9:00, 9:35, 10:00,
and 30 minutes after shkiah Friday Mincha: 10
minutes after candlelighting, Shacharis Sh: 8:30
BAIS MORDECHAI D’BERTCH
Rabbi Zvi Elimelech Rokeach
3302 Ave P - 718.376.1541
Shacharis: Sunday 6:20, 8, 9, M-F 6:20
& 7:15, Sh 9 Mincha: S-Th 10 minutes
before shkiya, Sh 1:45 & 5 min after licht
Maariv: S-Th after Mincha, 8:45, 10:00
& following Mincha, F, 5 minutes after
candle lighting, Sh Mincha 1:45 and
5 minutes after candle lighting, Motsei
Shabbos Maariv: 15 minutes before 72
BAIS HAMEDRASH OF FLATBUSH
Rabbi Tzvi Yaakov Zolty, 1485 E 29th St
Shacharis: Sunday 8, M/Th 6:55, T/W/F 7, Sh
8:30 Mincha: S-Th 20 min before shkiah, Fri 6
min after licht, Sh 30 min before Shkiah Maariv:
S-Th after Shkia & 9:30, Sh 50 min after shkiah
BNEI TORAH BAIS NAFTOLI
Rabbi Benzion Schiffenbauer
3514 Flatlands Ave- 718.316.8241
Shacharis: Sunday 8:00, M-F 6:30 & 7:30 Sh 8:45
Mincha: S-Th 10 min before shkiah, Fri 10 min
after licht, Sh 10 min before licht Maariv: S-Th
after Mincha & 9:15, Sh 50 min after shkiah
BNEI TORAH OF MARINE PARK
Rabbi Yonasan Epstein - 3523 Avenue S
Shacharis: Sunday 7:45, M-F 6:55, Sh 8:30
Mincha: Sun 10 min before shkiah, Fri 5 min
after licht, Sh at licht Maariv: Sun following
Mincha, Sh 50 min after shkiah
CHABAD OF MARINE PARK
Rabbi Levi Hendel
3040 Nostrand Ave - 718.377.1770
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Shacharis: Sunday 8:20, 8:45, 9:20, & 10 M-F
6:20, 8:15 Sh 10:15 Mincha: 7:20 Shabbos
Mincha: 1:30 Motsei Shabbos Maariv: 42 min
Maariv: M-Th 7:35
CHAIM BERLIN ALUMNI MINYAN
Rabbi Yehoshua Rapps - 3501 Quentin Rd.
Shabbos Shacharis: 8:30 Mincha: 6:30
Maariv: 8:36
CONG. BEIT HILLEL OF FLATBUSH
2164 Ralph Avenue (corner of Ave. L)
(718) 763-2400
Shacharis Sun: 8:30 Shacharis Mon/Thu: 6:10
Shacharis T/W/F: 6:10 Shacharis Rosh
Chodesh: 6:00 Mincha: Usually 5 mins. before
shkiah, better to text the Rabbi at 347-407-1842
Maariv: Follows Mincha Friday Mincha: 10
minutes after candle lighting (7:00 Pesach to
Rosh Hashanah) Shabbos Shacharis: 9:00
Shabbos Mincha: 1.15 hr before Shabbat ends,
followed by Seudah Shlishit. (Shabbat Ladies &
Men Classes 1 hr. before Mincha)
Special Note:Shabbat morning Ashkenaz, all
other tefillos Sefard. Twitter @rabbifine
CONG. BNEI YESHIVOS/IMREI TZVI
Rabbi Moshe Schneirman
2402 Avenue P
Shacharis Sun: 6:40, 7:30 Shacharis Mon/
Thu: 6:25, 7:25 Shacharis T/W/F: 6:40, 7:30
Maariv: 8:15, 9:30 10:00 Shacharis Sun: 6:20,
7:15, 8:00 Shacharis Mon/Thu: 6:20, 7:15, 8:00
Shacharis T/W/F: 6:20, 7:15, 8:00 Mincha:
At shkia (also 1:40 on Sunday) Maariv: 8:00,
9:00 9:35, 10:00, and 30 minutes after shkiah
Friday Mincha: 10 minutes after candlelighting
Shabbos Shacharis: 8:30
CONG. NACHLAS DOVID
Rabbi Daniel Kleinman
1589 E. 28th St - 718.753-4455
Shacharis: Sun 8, M/Th 6:20, 7:20 T/W/F
6:30, 7:30, Sh 8:45 Mincha: (during DST):
10 minutes before shkiya, Friday Mincha:
5 minutes after Hadlakas Neiros Maariv:
Follows Mincha during DST; 9:15 Winter
CONG. NER L-MEIAH
Rabbi Baruch Goldstein, 2876 Nostrand Avenue
Shacharis: Sun 7:15,8 M-F 6:30,7:30,
Sh 9 Mincha: Sun 10 min before
Shkiah, Fri 10 min after Licht Maariv: 9
CONG. ZICHRON MOSHE FEINSTEIN
Rabbi Rappaport 6315 Strictland Ave

Shacharis Sun: 8:00 Shacharis Mon/Thu:
6:20 Shacharis T/W/F: 6:30 Shacharis Rosh
Chodesh: 6:20 Shabbos Shacharis: 9:00
FLATBUSH PARK JEWISH CENTER
Rabbi Yisroel Perelson
6363 Avenue U - 718.444.6868
Shacharis: Sunday 8, M-F 6:10 & 8, Sh 7:15,
9 & 9:25 Mincha: 7:00, Sh changes with time
Motsei Shabbos Maariv: changes with time
KHAL SHAAREI SHALOM
Rabbi Raphael Bernstein, 2961 Nostrand Ave
Shacharis: Sh 8:30 Mincha: F 10 min before
shkiah Maariv: Sun-Th following Mincha &
9:30, Sh 50 min after shkiah
KHILAH MARINE PARK
Rabbi Boruch P. Mendelsohn
3605 Quentin Rd - 646.339.3364
Shacharis: Sunday 7:45, M/Th 6:20, T/W/F
6:25, Sh 9 Mincha: Sun-Th 10 min before
shkiah, Fri 10 min before shkiah, Sh 10 min
before licht Maariv: M-Th Shkiah & 9:30, Sh
50 min after shkiah
KINGSWAY JEWISH CENTER
Rabbi Eitan Tokayer
2810 Nostrand Ave - 718.258.3344
Shacharis: Sun 7:30 & 8:30, M-F 6:30 &
7:30, Sh 8:45 Mincha: Sun-Th 15 min before
shkiah, Fri 10 min after licht, Sh on the
quarter hour before Shkiah Maariv: S-Th 10
min after Mincha, Sh 45 min after shkiah
KOLLEL MAKAROV
Rabbi Tzvi Twersky, 3118 Quentin Rd
Shacharis: Sun 8:30, M-F 7, Sh 9 Mincha:
Sun-F 10 min after candle lighting, Sh 6 & 10
min before licht Maariv: Sun-Th following
Mincha & 9:50, Sh 50 min after shkiah
MAYAN YISROEL
Rabbi Yosef Vigler
3315 Avenue N - 718-781-5192
Shacharis: Sunday 8 & 9, M-F 7 & 7:45,
Sh 9 Mincha: S-Th 10 min before shkiah, Fri
15 min after licht, Sh At licht Maariv: S-Th
after Mincha, Sh 60 min after licht
MERKAZ YISRAEL OF MARINE PARK
Rabbi Elisha Weiss
3311 Avenue S - 718.376.5200
Shacharis: Sunday 8:30, M-F 6:30; T, W,
Fr 6:25, Sh 9 Mincha: Sun 10 minutes
before Shkia; Sh 25 minutes before Shkiah
Maariv: S-Th At 8:00, Friday 10 Min after

licht; Motzei Shabbos 68 minutes after candle lighting
MILL BASIN SEPHARDIC CONG.
Rabbi Yirmi Levi 2133 E. 64th St - 718.801.3080
Shacharis: Sun 8, M-F 7, Sh 8:45 Mincha: Sun-Th
7:30 Maariv: 8
OHR YISRAEL
Rabbi Avrohom Zucker
2899 Nostrand Ave - 718.382.8702
Shacharis: Sun 8, M-F 6:10 & 8, Sh 7:15,
9:00, 9:25 Mincha: Sun-Th 2:45, F 10 min
before shkiah, Sh 25 min before shkiah
Maariv: Sun-Th 9:45, Sh 50 min after shkiah

Bringing
nearlyshul,
two decades of
To add
your
criminal defense experience to the community.
please email
Specializing in all criminal matters including:
editor@thejewishecho.com
• Weapons Possession
• Drug Offenses
• Theft Offenses
• Assaults

• Domestic Violence Cases
• DWI
• Other Traffic Offenses
• Moving Violations

Ezra C. Levy, Esq.
911 Avenue U, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11223
Office: 718-627-4605
Cell: 917-755-1187
Fax: 347-630-2702
ezralevylawfirm@gmail.com
www.ezralevylaw.com

SEPHARDIC CONGREGATION
Rabbi Moshe Mayor
2831 Nostrand Ave - 718.951.1300
Shacharis: Sun 7:45, M-F 6, Sh 8:20
Minha: M-Th Shkiah, F 25 min before shkiah, Sh 35
min before shkiah Arbit: M-Th following Mincha & 8,
Sh 35 min before shkiah
SEPHARDIC TORAH CENTER OF MARINE PARK
Rabbi Eliyahu Aboud , 3602 Quentin Rd
Shacharis: Sun 7:00, Mon/Thu 6:15, T/W/F 6:15, Rosh
Chodesh: 6:05 Mincha: 7:00, F 6:45, Sh 45 min before
shkiah Arvit: 7:15, Sh 40 min after shkiah, Motsei Shabbos
50 mins after Shkiah
SHAAREI YESHUA MITZION
Rabbi Yitzhak Israeli
6208 Strickland Ave (Sephardic) 718.531.8076
Shacharis Sun: 8 Netz, M/Th: 8 Netz, T/W/F: 8 Netz,
Sh 8, Rosh Chodesh: 8 Netz Mincha: Bizman, F 7, Sh
7:30 Maariv: Follows Mincha, Motsei Shabbos 9:15
SHA’AREI ZION
Rabbi Chaim Halberstam
3210 Kings Highway - 718.338.3545
Shacharis: Sun 8:00, M-F 7, Sh 9 Mincha: S-Th 10
min before shkiah, F 10 min after licht, Sh 10 min before
Shkia Maariv: S-Th following Mincha, Sh 65-72 minutes
after Shkia
TIFERES AVROHOM ZIDICHOIV
Rabbi Yecheskel Eichenstein
4017 Avenue P - 718.338.0298
Shacharis: Sun 7, 8, 9 & 9:30 M-F 6:25, 7, 7:30, 7:55,
8:30 & 9:05 Sh 7:10 & 9 Mincha: Sun-Th 10 min before
sunset, Sun 12:40 Fri 10 min after licht, Sh at licht Maariv:
S-Th 9:30 & 10:15, Sun 8:20, Sh 10 min after sunset
YESHIVAH GEDOLAH OF MILL BASIN
Rabbi Yehudah Brick, 2114 E 66 St
Shacharis Sunday-Friday 8:00
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Have your  בתיםand  רצועותchecked and repaired by an expert בתים מאכער.

Call R' Chaim Zvi Landy (347) 576 - 0231

.

 גם בודקים ומוכרים תפילין ומזוזותComputer checking also available
Same day service on some repairs
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The Kids Are
at

Echoes

Camp!

After all of that frantic packing
The shopping and the labeling
I’m waiting for the quiet
I hear it’s so enabling:
Time to read those big fat books
Time to bake and organize
Endless swaths of time for me
To lounge under bright skies
But alas – No sooner does that bus
depart
When that first call comes in:
“Ma, I need a better fan!
Can you please send one in?”

And thus begins the grand parade
Of packages big and small
All shipped with love from the post
office
Where I stand in lines that crawl
I send homemade cake and cookies
Nail polish and small toys
I send short notes and long letters
And sports stuff for the boys
And so I’m back to the errands Albeit in a different mode
Running and shopping and sending
Loving packages from our abode | JE
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WHERE OUTSTANDING EVENTS BEGIN
ACCOMPLISHED, INNOVATIVE, COMPETITIVE
THE METROPOLITAN, EL CARIBE,
MANHATTAN BEACH J.C., SHAARE ZION,
HOTELS, COUNTRY CLUBS,
OR VENUE OF YOUR CHOICE

G L A T T

K O S H E R

WEDDINGS
SHABBOS EVENTS
DINNERS
BAR MITZVAHS

C A T E R I N G

GEDALYA JACOBOVITS 646-296-0943 ~ LAIBI KRAITENBERG 917-864-4047
HIGHLIGHTCATERING@GMAIL.COM
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